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$Phonics Focus
4

iNursery 2—We will begin to listen to the first sound in our names and play names games to hear initial sounds.
We will also use instruments to sound out our names and play listening games identifying different sounds in the
senvironment.

aNursery 1—We will go on a sound hunt around the Nursery environment and outside to identify what we can
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/ Maths Focus \

Our focus in maths will be on sorting and comparing objects. We will sort our toys into the correct baskets
and talk about which baskets have more or fewer. The children will compare the amounts and use the
vocabulary ‘lots’, ‘more’ or the ‘same’. Grouping and sorting objects into the correct criteria will be
another focus and the children will describe what they see. We will also begin to subitise up to 3 objects.
This is when you can recognize there are 3 objects by sight without counting them.
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Hanen F UNdamentals Guide

ADD MORE FUN TO HELP YOUR CHILD A CATE DURN

Constructive Play
Did you kinaw thit wour child's best language learning happens within b
fun interacts Aith yo act, the more fun your child is
ind the: more:

Bust what esactly makes an inberacrion fun for your child? And what can g
0 1o keep the fun gong? Here are few tips ta use i your child preders
canstructive play actyities

What Is Constructive Play?

In canstructive play, young children start use objects ta bulld or create things. When children eng

type af play, they hawe a partioular goal in mind. For pxamphe, your child might stack blacks to build 3 tower or
e playdough ta make a “snowman’,

How to Add Mare Fun to Constructive Play
il & playing with building blocks — stacking them carefully ta make a tall tower. You know your
wou get 3 fun, back-and-orth interaction going? Use these technigues to
add mare fun ta the interaction and mothate your chiid ta communi cate with

FIRST... Identify your child's fauourite part af the sctivity

Often when children engage in canstructve alay, there s a favourite part araund
which you can build 3 fun interaction. Yous dh vourite part may be different
than vau thaught!

an use a key Hanen strategy called Observe, Walt and Listen™ (OWL™)
Wait

Fasition yourself at your Wait {without taliing) for at The way yaur child

lewel and Observe what they're - It 5 seconds ta give your child  communicates might include
Wihat aro they enjoying most? ance to communicate. looiking, smillng, using a
constructive play, this aften refates  Walting ks the mast Impartant gesture, making a saunc

ta the gaal they have In mind. - =aying 3 ward. When you
Magbe your child enjoys adding : Lisken, what do vou hear ar ses
zach new black to see how tal thely  £hance 1o share thelr Interests. fram yaur child?

tovever will get, o maybe they prefer

to make a windaw in the
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THEN... Follow Your Child’s Lead
Wau can respand 10 your child by
® Joining In and Flaying
Play your child's way. et your awn blocks and do what your child does. Remember its Impartant to

fallcwr what your child Is doing and not change the way they are playing. Then walt o see how your
chikd respands.
M MEntng
When your child communicates or shares their
Inkerest, you can respand by making a comment —
ashoet, grammatical statement. For oample, if
your child ciaps their hands tagethar when they
add a new black to thelr tower, you could sa
“You're making a tall towert”

Remembier, It is most important that your child

has cpportunities to hear the language that Is 3

mast motiuating for them and that they might -

Uz whetn thiey are neady. Try to avaid sking your . LY | g

child questions or getting them 1o repeat what you f *

say. After you comment, walt o see how your

chalid responds.
Wihen you take the time o figure cut your child's favourite part in an activity, and then Fallow Your Child's Lead
wou pawe the way for longer interactions that are more fun for both of wou. This goes a long way In supparting
your childs communicatian |

The ideas in this handout are drawn from the Hanen parent
guidebook, [t Takes Two to Talk® (Weitzman, 2017).

For more ideas and resources to build your child's
communication, visitaww, hanen.org
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ADD MORE FUN TO HELF YOUR CHILD O LINICATE DURING.—.

Pretend Play

Did yoou knaew that your child's best language learning happens within b
and-forth, fun interactions with you? in fact, the mare fun your child is
hawing, the longer they'll want to keep Interacting with you, and the mare.
cpportunities this s them ta communicate and keam.

But what exactly makes an interacton fun for your child? &nd what can you
te keep the fun paing? Hers ane fow tigs to use If your child prefers pretend
play activitie:

What Is Pretend Play?

In pretend play, children begin using their Imagination to act out everyday scenarkas or make-believe sarkes.
They might pretend that a block is 2 phane, a dall s drinking tea, or that they're 2 superhenc saving the day. For
example, your child might stamp araund the raom and growl as they pretend ta be a big, raaring dincsaur.
Pratand play may or may not inelve using object:

How to Add More Fun to Pretend Play
Imagine your child & making focd in 3 play kitchen.

s ke your child enjo ctiwity, bt how can you get 3 fun, back-and-forth interaction going
add mare fun ta the Interaction and matkate your child to communicate with y

IBEST... Identify your child's favourite part af the activity
DOften when children engage In preterd play there is a favourite part around which
wau can buld a fun interaction. Your child's favourite part may be different than you
thought!

n use akey Hanen strategy calied Cbserve, Wait and Listen™ jOWL™)

Positian yourself at your child's eye Walt {without talling) for at The way your child communicates

level and Observe what they're daing. least 5 seconds to give your child might include looking, smiling,

What aro they onjoying most? In a chance to communicate. using a gesture, making a saund,

protend play, this often relates ta the Walking is the most important ar saying aword.

poal they haue in mind. Maybe your part of the OWL™ strategy ‘When you Listen, what o

child enjoys pretending that the faod because It gives your child the hear or see from

they made is ton hot, or maybe thair chance to share their interests.

I'=\~:url|.: part s oHering m'u s Harnen FU N damentals Guide

vou!
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THEN... Follew Your Child's Lead
Yols £ai fespand to yous child by
+ Jalning In and Playing

Flaty your hild's wary. Get your own food items and do what your child does. Remember it's important
ta follow what your child s daing and nat change th way they are playing. Then walt ta see how your

Whan your child commusnicates or shares their

Interest, you can respand by making a comment —

a shoet, grammatical statement. For example, |f

your child frowns and says,

fond is hot, yew could say, “Owl This food is so

hatt

Remember, it Is most important that your child

cemartunities ta hear the language that

miast matwating for them and that they might use

wihen they are ready. Try to seoid asking your child

guestions r getting them 1o repeat what youw say.

After pou comment, walk to ses how yaur child

responds.
When you take the fime to figure cut yaur child's fvourite part in an activity, and then Falkoe Your Child's Lead,
yau pave the way for longer interactions that ane meee fun for both af you. This goes 3 long way in supparting

The ideas in this handout are drawn from the Hanen parent
guidebook, |t Takes Two to Talk® (Weitzman, 2017).

For more ideas and resources to build your child’s
communication, wisitwww. hanen.org




ADD MORE FUN TO

Functional Play

language learning happens within back

I fasct, thee mare fun your child s

having, the longer they'll want to keep interacting with you, and the mare:
coportunites this g them to communicate and keam
But what sxactly makes an interaction fun for your child? And what can you
do to keep the fun gaing? Here are few tips b use if your child prefers
functianal play activities.

What s Functional Play?

Functienal play starts with explaring o

blocks ar shapes togather]. & functicnal play devel
o be used ~ for examale, your child might put shap

How to Add Mare Fun to Functional Play
Imagine your child s playing with toy cars.

s knaov your child enjs = activity, but how can you get 3 fun, back-and-farth interaction gainy
techaikques to add more fun to the interaction and motivate your child to comenunicate with you.

FIRST... Identify your child's favourite part of the activity

ften when chiden engage in funcrional play. there & 3 favourie part around
which you can build 3 fun interackion. Vour child's favourite part may be different
than you thaught!

a key Hanen strategy called Dbserve, Walt and Listen™ (OWL™)

Positian yourself at your chikd's eve your child commanicates
level and Observe what they're ) clude looking. smikng.
daing. using a gesture, making 3 sound,
7 st impartant ar saying a word.
part of the OWL™ strategy ‘When you Listen, what do you hear
" because it gha iid the ar see from your chikd
hare ther interests.

What are thery enjoying mos!
Mayhe they really enjoy pusl
cars aff a tab
favourie part Is watching which car
poes the fastest.
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Hanen FUN damentals Guide

THEM.., Fallow Your Chiki's Lead
You ean respand 1o yous ehild by:
® Soining In and Playing
Flag your child's way. Get your gwn r child does. Remember it's important ta
falcw what your child s doing and not change the wary they are playing. Then walt 1o see how your
child respands.
snmenting
When your child commn
Inkerest, you can respand by making a comment -
@ sheet, grammatical statement, For camale, i
yaur child daps thelr hands together when two
cars crash, you could say, “¥ou crashed the cars!”
Remember, It ks most Important that your child
has coportunities to hear the language that s
mast motivating for them and that they might
s vheem they are ready, Try to avald asking your
child questions or geiting them o repeat what you

When you take the time
part in an activity, and then F
far bath of you. This goes 3 long way in

The ideas in this handout are drawn from the Hanen panent
guidabook, it Takes Two to Talk® (Weitzman, 2017).

For more ideas and resources to build your childs
sommunication, visitwww hanen.org
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